December 1st
“Wonderful Counselor”

For a child will be born for us,
a son will be given to us,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor... 1saiah 9:6

Imagine going to a Broadway play and arriving at intermission. When the curtain
raises, there is a young couple who have just had a baby. It’s a beautiful scene, but in
your mind, you are wondering, “What’s going on here? Why a baby?” That’s kind of
what happens if you just start the Christmas season at the birth of Jesus without looking
at why Jesus came. In the Old Testament book of Isaiah, the prophet Isaiah speaks of
the darkness that has come upon the earth due to sin. After painting a pretty bleak
picture, he then states in Isaiah 9:2, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great
light; a light has dawned on those living in the land of darkness.”It is worth noting that
he says a light has dawned on those living rather than a light has dawned from those
living. The light does not come from us. The light dawns on us. How? The prophecy
continues that God will send a child, His Son. That baby.

The light from heaven has indeed dawned on us. However, in our daily lives, we
recognize our world is still fallen. The prophet tells us how Jesus will remedy the
situation with four descriptions of the “Son given to us.” He first states that He will be a
“wonderful counselor.” We struggle with sin and we have problems and issues that we
deal with. And to deal with the issues caused by our fallen nature, God says, “Are you
looking for a wonderful counselor? | offer you Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the perfect
counselor.” You see as God, He knows everything. Wouldn't you like to have a counselor
that knew everything? You do. He knows all about you. He knows all the needs of your
heart. He knows what is going on in your mind. He knows how to answer those needs
and how to fix what has you feeling hopeless. Jesus knows what’s best for you. He gives
you wise counsel. By the way, you don’t need to make an appointment with Him. He
doesn’t have office hours and His schedule is always open. He is readily available to you
anywhere, anytime, for anything you face.

You need guidance from a counselor? Go to Jesus. I’'m certain you will find that He is
indeed wonderful.

--Randy Norris



December 2nd
“Mighty God”

For a child will be born for us,
a son will be given to us,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God... Isaiah 9:6

The second description Isaiah gives of the child born for us is that He will be called
Mighty God. Wow! What a descriptive name! He can not only tell you what to do but he
can empower you to do it. Counsel can only go so far. It stops at the point of power and
that’s where the Mighty God steps in. He not only gives us wonderful and wise counsel,
but He has full divine power to act on our behalf. He has resurrection power. Creative
power.

Think about His power for a moment. He healed the sick. He made the blind to see.
He caused the deaf to hear. He enabled the lame to walk. He spoke and the winds and
waves obeyed. But that was just a foretaste of what was to come. He defeated sin,
obliterated death, crushed the head of Satan, and rescued men out of the grip of Hell.
Someday soon, He will return in full expression of His power.

Today, He is mighty to save even the most vile of sinners. Jesus is power beyond
power. And all that awesomeness moves on behalf of you and me who love Him and
know Him. And so, to a dark world and the lost hearts of men without God, Isaiah
announces that there is coming a Savior. There is a child who will be born for us. He is
not just a baby in a manger. He is the living, Son of God who is a faithful and wonderful
counselor. But He’s even more than that. He is the Mighty God!

--Randy Norris



December 3rd
“Everlasting Father”

For a child will be born for us,
a son will be given to us,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
the Everlasting Father... Isaiah 9:6

When my son was about a year old, every time he got scared, he would pat his heart
with his right hand to let us know something was wrong. Once | noticed what he was
doing, | would go and pick him up and he would instantly quit patting his heart. He knew
that he was safe in the arms of his father. The same thing happens for us when we run
to Jesus, our Everlasting Father.

Isaiah, the prophet, foretold this characteristic of Jesus, calling him Everlasting
Father. This name tells us the depth of Christ’'s compassion and fatherly care. Though
distinct from God the Father in the Trinity, Jesus mirrors the attributes of a father—
providing, protecting, and guiding His children.

Like a father, Jesus cares for us. When life gets difficult, Jesus stands ready to
embrace us in his arms and comfort us. Jesus offers us guidance as we seek to navigate
the course set before us. Jesus walks with us through the storms of life and protects us
in those moments.

The greatest display of Jesus’ fatherly love came when he sacrificially died in our
place for our sins. Jesus, our Everlasting Father, laid down his own life in order that he
might provide salvation to all who call on him. In this selfless act of love, Jesus
redeemed us from sin and guilt and placed his righteousness on us, like a father clothes
his own children. What a gift it is to have a perfect, Everlasting Father.

--Carson Windle



December 4th
“Prince of Peace”

For a child will be born for us,
a son will be given to us,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

The name of Jesus is above every name. He is Wonderful. He is Counselor. He is
Peace, the Prince of Peace. How fitting as the son of God, yet God, to be The Prince. He
is not just any prince; He is The Prince of Peace. From the Merriam-Webster definition
for kids, peace is defined as a state of quiet, freedom from upsetting thoughts or
feelings, and harmony in personal relationships. An adult definition can be much deeper
than that, but still, we need peace and true peace is only something Jesus can offer. He
is The Prince of Peace.

Before Jesus was born, he showed up as the pre-incarnate Christ as the fourth man in
the fire with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Can you imagine the peace he brought
to that situation? So much so, that when they came out, there had been no effect of a
fire on their bodies or clothing. That’s the kind of peace | want, one that transcends
anything even in the midst of a fire, one that only Jesus can bring. He is The Prince of
Peace.

When Jesus was born, the angels shattered the darkness, stillness and silence to a
group of smelly shepherds who were watching their fields that glorious night! Can’t you
just picture that multitude of heavenly hosts with the angel praising God? They
proclaimed, “Glory to God in the highest heaven and PEACE on earth to people he
favors.” As the years passed, He lived on this earth, He offered peace in so many
situations. He calmed the seas. He healed the sick. He performed miracles. He
welcomed children. He forgave sin. Even through persecution, mocking, beating,
crucifixion and death on the cross, He willingly took our sin upon Himself to pay the
penalty for sin. He left perfect peace and the very presence of God His Father, when He
took our sin upon Him. Remember, it was our sin, not His.

Thank Jesus for His peace that passes all understanding. Thank Him for being the
peace that calms a storm we initiated or one we had nothing to do with. The chaos of
this world is the exact opposite of the peace He has for us and what He wants for us. He
is our Prince of Peace. May we reflect His light and love this season and may we
remember that this world needs to see the peace in us that only Christ can give.

--Jan Renfro



December 5th
“The Son of David”

An account of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David...
Matthew 1:1

Right away, three stunning titles reveal to Matthew’s audience who this Jesus truly is.
He is the Messiah, the Savior of the world, the Anointed One (Is 42:1). He is the true heir
to Abraham’s covenant (Gen 12:1-3), the one through whom the world is blessed,
especially those who belong to Christ (Gal 3:29). And he is the son of David.

David was Israel’s greatest king, chosen by the Lord as a man after his own heart (1
Samuel 13:14). The Lord promised David in 2 Samuel 7:16, “Your house and your
kingdom shall endure before me forever, and your throne shall be established forever.”
So great was this promise that when Jesus asked the Pharisees whose son the Messiah
would be, they responded, “The son of David” (Mt 22:41-42). Not only would the
Messiah be a direct heir to David, but He would also be the fulfillment of the covenant
the Lord made with David. He would reign over David’s house, throne, and kingdom
forever. Where David fell to sin, the Messiah would not. He would truly be a man after
God’s own heart, showing the Lord’s people what perfect devotion to Yahweh looks like.

A thousand years after David reigned as king, a child was born inside a barn in
Bethlehem, the city of David. Nearby, a few shepherds were keeping watch over their
flock of sheep, near to where David once kept watch over his sheep (1 Sam 16:4, 11). An
angel visited them that night, announcing, “for today in the city of David there has been
born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:11). The son of David had come at
last.

Because Jesus is the son of David, we have complete confidence that He will be King
forever (Lk 1:33). No one can dethrone Him, no enemy can defeat Him, no power can
depose Him. He reigns in total sovereignty. We know that He keeps watch over His
kingdom, and that He will return to take His people to be with Him, for He promises us
in the last chapter of the last book of Scripture, “I am the root and the descendant of
David... Yes, | am coming quickly” (Rev 22:16, 20). Praise and glory and honor be to the
Lord Jesus, the Savior, the son of David!

--Mark David Bradford



December 6th
“The Bright Morning Star”

1, Jesus, have sent my angel to attest these things to you for the churches. | am the Root
and descendant of David, the bright morning star. Revelation 22:16

Yesterday, we looked at Jesus as the Son of David. Closely related to that name is
Jesus as the Bright Morning Star. At the very end of the Bible, Jesus says that He is the
Root and descendent of David, the bright morning star. Way back in the Old Testament
book of Numbers, the prophet Balaam says this long before David’s name is ever known:
“I see him, but not now; | perceive him, but not near. A star will come from Jacob, and a
scepter will arise from Israel.” Then in the New Testament book of 2 Peter, Peter writes
that we should pay attention to the prophecies about Christ, because they will be “a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts.”

Iu

I’'m not an astronomer. I’'m doing good if | can find the Big Dipper in the sky. But |
know the morning star shines brighter than any other star in the sky and it is typically
only visible just before the dawn. When you see it, you know that the darkness of the
night has passed and the break of day is upon you. For Jesus to identify Himself as the
Morning Star, He is saying that the darkness of the night is almost over and the light of a
new day is here! Jesus, the Morning Star, gives us hope and assurance in our times of
suffering and darkness.

One of the things that | love when | go to Africa is being able to look up at the night
sky and see the vast array of stars in the sky. It’s a view that you can get here in
Alabama, but you have to find special places away from the man-made lights of the city.
Where | go in Africa, that is not hard to do. The earth’s canvas is so dark that the sky just
lights up in an incredible show of God’s handiwork. The darker it is, the brighter the
stars in the sky appear.

I don’t think | have to convince you that the world seems darker than it has ever
been. There’s a lot of man-made lights that will grab our attention if we aren’t careful.
We need to move away from them even if it means the world seems to get darker.
There’s no need for man-made lights and false lights. Jesus, the Morning Star has come
and Jesus, the Morning Star is coming again! And against the backdrop of a canvas
growing darker and darker, imagine how He will light up the night sky ushering in the
brand new day!

--Randy Norris



December 7th
“The High Priest”

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God'’s
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need. Hebrews 4:14-16

Since Old Testament times in Israel, man has always needed a “high priest” who
could represent them before God. High priests in the old covenant were appointed by
God to offer sacrifices, prayers and praises to God on behalf of the people. The people
of God had to depend on another man to offer sacrificial blood from animals as
atonement for their sins. God, however, in his goodness always had a plan to provide
Jesus Christ as both the ultimate sacrifice and the final high priest. Jesus offered himself
as the sacrifice for our sins, making him The Great High Priest.

The book of Hebrews provides the reader with great insight on Jesus, the Great High
Priest. Hebrews 2:17 says, “Therefore, he had to be like his brothers and sisters in every
way, so that he could become a merciful and faithful high priest in matters pertaining to
God, to make atonement for the sins of the people.” This scripture reveals to us that
Jesus had to put on humanity and live a sinless life in order to represent believers as
their high priest.

In the New Testament, the role of priesthood is centered in Christ Jesus. Jesus, The
Great High Priest was sent to earth to reveal God to us in a pure form to die for our sins
on the cross so that we can receive the gift of salvation. We must understand that
Jesus’s call to being a high priest is far more superior than any other. He fulfilled the old
covenant in this way that there would never need to be another sacrifice for our sins
and there would never need to be another high priest.

--Phillip Wolfe



December 8th
“Redeemer”

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth
in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and

things on earth. Ephesians 1:7

The concept of redemption runs through all of the pages of Scripture, finding its
ultimate expression in the person of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament stories of
redemption point us to Jesus, our great Redeemer. In the Exodus, we see God redeems
His people from slavery to the Egyptians and in the New Testament, we see Jesus
redeem His people from slavery to sin.

The term “redeem” conveys a picture of buying back or restoring what was lost or
broken. Jesus, our Redeemer, showed the greatest act of redemption through His death,
burial, and resurrection. Through this act of redemption, Jesus paved the way for us to
be reconciled to God by restoring the broken relationship due to our sin. He bought us
back from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us to His kingdom of light. The price
of our redemption was paid in full through His blood, a currency more precious than
gold, more potent than any sacrifice.

Not only does redemption deal with just our salvation. The redeeming love of Christ
is not a one-time event, but rather it is a constant occurrence in our lives. Jesus can
redeem and restore any part of our life. Jesus redeemed our past by giving us a purpose
to live for Him. Jesus turns graves into gardens, gives beauty for ashes, turns shame into
glory. He truly is the only one that can. Spend time reflecting on the redemption you

have in Jesus our Redeemer.
--Carson Windle



December 9th
“The Mediator”

For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
1 Timothy 2:5.

Have you ever found yourself at odds with someone needing another person to
mediate the disagreement? We often see this in marital disagreements or workplace
contractual disputes where another party has to enter into the milieu and bring the two
parties together. As hard as it is to imagine this describes the relationship we are born
into with God. Since we are born sinners (Romans 5:12), we are in need of reconciliation
with God because, simply put, God hates sin. The human struggle is our need to make
ourselves right with God, however, we cannot do this through our own efforts. We are,
in ourselves, incapable of making ourselves right with God. Romans 3:23 states that we
are all born into sin, and Romans 6:23 says that because of this, the wages of sin are
both physical and spiritual death. | am reminded of the scene in Genesis 11 where
humankind attempted to make their way to God. “Come and let us build ourselves a
city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves...”
(Genesis 11:4). From the very beginning of time, humankind has sought to make
themselves right with God, failing every single time. In 1 Timothy 2:5, Paul describes
Jesus as the “mediator.” The word he uses is the Greek word, mesites, literally means,
“in the middle.” Imagine a scene on an elementary playground where two young boys
are on the verge of conflict. In the middle of the disagreement steps a friend, who
makes everything right, bringing the two boys together. The three become fast friends
because one person stood in the middle of the disagreement. While that illustration is
overly simplistic, it does illustrate the power of one willing to step in and mediate. The
term Paul uses can also be a legal term in which a person stands before a judge as guilty
needing someone to declare his/her innocence. Christ has accomplished this for you
through the atonement of Calvary. As we stand before the judge guilty as charged
without a defense, Christ steps into the courtroom and says, “Father, | have taken
his/her guilt and died for it. | have paid their debt.” This is certainly evident in 2
Corinthians 5:21, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us so that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.” Because of our great mediator, we can stand
before the Father clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Christmas represents the
moment that the Son who was born stands in the middle. On the cross Jesus, with arms
stretched wide, took my hand and the Father’s hand and eternally clasped the two. We
shall never be separated again. That, my friend, is a Christmas miracle.

--Kevin Blackwell



December 10th
“Friend of Sinners”

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by her children. Matthew 11:18-19.

The Scribes and Pharisees often ridiculed Jesus because he was not like them. The
religious leaders did not see Jesus as a religious man, far from it. In this passage, Jesus
says they insult him with the title “a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” Yet, what they
intended as an insult, was one of the best attributes of Jesus. In Jesus’s day, to hang
around with sinners was to be ritualistically defiled. What the religious leaders meant as
an insult, was the very mission of the life of Jesus. This mission is succinctly stated by
Jesus to Zacchaeus in Luke 19:9-10, And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to
this house because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek
and to save that which was lost.” No one understood this better than a man named
Francis Thompson. Though most have never heard of Francis Thompson, he inspired
such writers as J.R.R. Tolkien, G.K. Chesterton, and C.S. Lewis. In 1893, Thompson
published a poem entitled, “The Hound of Heaven”, which was his testimony of how
God pursued him during the darkest moments of his life. Thompson was born the son of
a doctor, and his father had every intention of his son becoming a physician as well.
When Francis graduated, he was sent to train in medicine much to his dislike. Francis
hated medical school, choosing rather to write poems than to write prescriptions. He
became addicted to opium while in school and was eventually kicked out becoming a
homeless addict on the streets of London. On one particularly cold evening, he was
taken off the streets by a Christian couple finding warmth and healing in their comfort
for the next several months. Through their ministry to him, Thompson surrendered his
life to Christ. The last line of his poem speaks of the moment the Hound of Heaven
confronted him, “Rise, clasp my hand, and come. Halts by me that footfall, is my gloom
after all? Shade of his hand outstretched caressingly, Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest, |
am He whom thou seekest.” When Francis Thompson couldn’t find his way to God, God
found his way to him. Thompson’s testimony is our’s as well. It is the testimony of
Zacchaeus, Nicodemus, Moses, the woman at the well, Levi, and millions of others.
Today, take time to praise the friend of sinners, the Hound of Heaven, and the relentless
Father who refuses to leave you in your sinful state. | am reminded of the opening line
of the great hymn by
J. Wilbur Chapman, Jesus, Friend of Sinners:

“Jesus! What a Friend for sinners! Jesus! Lover of my soul;
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, He, my Savior, makes me whole.”

--Kevin Blackwell



December 11th
“Chief Cornerstone”

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you
also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:19-22

A cornerstone is something to build upon. In a building project, the cornerstone is the
principle or foundational stone. Once the cornerstone is set properly, then the rest of
the stones are aligned to it and are bound to be set correctly. The cornerstone insures
the building’s stability and ability to withstand pressure and storms.

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus wraps up His message by telling the
people that a wise man builds his house upon the rock, so that when the rains come and
the winds blow, that house would stand. Later in Jesus’s ministry, He asked His disciples
who they said that He was? Peter confessed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living
God.” Jesus affirmed Peter’s answer and said, “Upon this rock, | will build my church.”
What rock? The rock of Peter’s confession: Jesus is the Christ! He is the Rock. He is the
Chief Cornerstone upon which the Church is built and He is the Chief Cornerstone that
the Kingdom of God is being built upon.

If you are not building your life and your family with The Cornerstone firmly in His
proper setting, then everything you build in your life will be off. Everything you build will
be upon sinking sand.

As the old hymn says:

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness.
| dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly lean on Jesus name.

When darkness veils his lovely face, | rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.

When He shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may | then in Him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless stand before the throne.

On Christ the solid rock | stand, all other ground is sinking sand.
All other ground is sinking sand.
--Randy Norris



December 12th
“The Indescribable Gift”

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 9:15

What do you want for Christmas? Have you given Santa your list? Have you started
your Christmas shopping yet? These types of questions seem to dominate our minds this
time of year because Christmas, for better or worse, always seems to come down to one
thing: GIFTS! We spend so much time thinking about the perfect present or maybe we
don’t spend anytime thinking about a present at all and we run out at the last minute
and get giftcards for people! | have actually heard it said that Christmas would be so
much better if it wasn’t for the gift giving! Even at our family table the other day, these
were the words that were uttered: “Can we agree as adults to not get each other
anything this year?” Trust me, | understand the sentiment. But | want us to press the
pause button on the idea of doing away with giving gifts for just a minute and come at it
from another angle. Go back to the first Christmas. The Wise Men, who were more than
likely astronomers, saw the star in the sky and they knew the King had been born. The
Bible tells us they followed the star until it led them to where the young Child was. Now
| know they didn’t arrive until Jesus was probably 12-18 months old, but when they did
arrive, they fell down and they worshiped Him and they presented Him with gifts! |
guess that is where all this gift giving started. Not with the gold and the frankinscense
and myrhh. Not those gifts! The gift of the Baby! Think about it. Perhaps the most well-
known verse in all of Scripture is John 3:16 which says, “For God so loved the world that
He GAVE His only begotten Son...”

Paul knew God was a Giver. When he wrote his second letter to the Church at Corinth
and encouraged them to be generous givers and cheerful givers, he ended by
proclaiming these words: “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” Of course, the
indescribable gift of God is Jesus! And what a gift He is! Paul can’t even describe how
great the Gift of God is! Jesus is so much more than any word he could possibly come up
with to write! He truly is indescribable! | think Paul was teaching the Corinthians several
things by reminding them of God’s indescribable gift. One of those things is that when it
comes to giving to support the work of the Gospel, you can never outgive God. His Gift
to you will always be greater than any gift you give to Him. But let me focus us in on
another lesson Paul is teaching that | think will be helpful and encouraging for us to
hold onto this Christmas season: You and | are never more like God than when we are
giving. That doesn’t just mean when we give our tithes and resources to the church
either. That means anytime we are giving. Remember that this Christmas season. The
gifts you give shouldn’t put you in debt and they don’t have to come from a full bank
account. But they should come from a heart that is full because of The Indescribable Gift
God gave to you.

--Randy Norris



December 13th
“The Bread of Life”

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6:35

For the next seven days starting today, we will be looking at the 7 “I Am” statements
of Jesus in John’s Gospel. This is a great study and | encourage you to open your Bible to
the book of John and read the entire events surrounding these incredible names of
Jesus. (Randy)

Statistics show that over 100 million tons of bread are produced annually across the
world. The average person consumes 53 pounds annually. That is a lot of bread! Why
does this statistic matter? It matters, because physically we are never fully satisfied with
things such as bread. Just like the manna that the Israelites were given in The Old
Testament, physical bread is only able to meet our temporal needs. How often do we
find ourselves trying to spiritually satisfy ourselves with temporary things?

The Gospel of John teaches that Jesus had followers who followed him for temporary
fulfillment through eating loaves of bread that he provided for them. In John 6:27, Jesus
says, “Don’t work for the food that perishes but for the food that lasts for eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal of approval
on Him.” Jesus wanted his followers then and now to understand that He is the only
satisfaction for spiritual hunger.

Jesus teaches us in John 6:35 that He is the bread of life. He said, “No one who comes
to me will ever be hungry, and no one who believes in me will ever be thirsty again.”
Jesus lets us know that those who trust in Him will not hunger anymore, because he
nourishes us spiritually and satisfies the hunger of our soul. Jesus was “The Bread of
Life” who sacrificed His own physical body on Calvary’s cross. Before He died, He told
His followers to remember His death in the bread that He broke for them. This
Christmas, do not just remember that Jesus came. Remember why He came.

--Phillip Wolfe



December 14th
“The Light of the World”

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

Between the Old Testament and the New Testament, 400 years passed without a
word from God. Can you imagine the silence, the darkness, that must have been felt?
Then out of the darkness comes the Light of the World. In the Gospel of John, Jesus
introduces us to one His names by stating that He is the Light of the World, but what
does that mean for us? How does this name of Jesus help in our lives today?

Jesus being the Light of the World means that we have hope and we have a guide. In
the midst of the dark world that we live in, there is hope that no matter how bad things
may get, one day Jesus will make all things new. We have hope that even in the darkest
times, Jesus shines bright and leads us.

Light symbolizes different aspects of Christ’s nature. It signifies His purity, for in Him,
there is no darkness (1 John 1:5). It represents His revelation, as He unveils the mysteries
of God’s kingdom to those who seek Him. Light is also synonymous with guidance. Jesus
leads us away from the pitfalls of sin and into the freedom of righteousness. The promise
of John 8:12 is that if you follow Him, you will not walk in darkness. Jesus guides our
steps as we follow him helping us grow in sanctification.

As followers of Jesus, we are called to radiate the light of Christ to those around us. In
Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus says that we are the light of the world and we should let our
light shine so that others will see our works and glorify the Father. Just as Jesus came to
point us to the Father, we are called to point others to Jesus.

--Carson Windle



December 15th
“The Door”

So Jesus said again, "I assure you: | am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before
Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn't listen to them. 9 | am the door. If
anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.
John 10:7-9

In order to understand Jesus as “The Door of the Sheep”, you must understand the
importance of the door. During biblical times families kept their sheep in a sheepfold.
The sheepfold was normally a courtyard near or beside a house, bordered by a stone
wall where several families kept their sheep. The sheepfold did not have a formal door.
The gatekeeper was the door.

Jesus teaches us in John 10:7-9 “Very truly | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. All
who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to
them. | am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go
out, and find pasture.” There are three truths that we can take away from knowing that
Jesus is the door of the sheep.

1.We are safe at the gate. We are safe at the gate, because people who belong to
God listen to and believe His words. Look at John 10:3. There it says, “To him the
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear His voice, and He calls His own sheep by name
and leads them out.”

2.We are known at the gate. We are known at the gate, because He brings out his
own and they follow Him. John 10:4 says, “When He has brought out all His own, He
goes before them, and the sheep follow Him, for they know His voice.”

3.There is a yes at the gate. There is a yes at the gate, because anyone who enters by
Him will be saved. Again, look at John 10:9. Jesus says, “l am the door. If anyone
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.”

--Phillip Wolfe



December 16th
“The Good Shepherd”

| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
John 10:11

To begin this devotion, there needs to be an understanding of the two types of
shepherds in the Bible. First, you can read about David in the 16th and 17th chapter of
First Samuel in the Old Testament. David, who became the second king of Israel, was a
shepherd boy who watched over his father’s flock of sheep and guarded them from
lions and bears. Secondly, read the 10th chapter of the Book of John, and you will learn
about the Good Shepherd.

God wanted to ensure humanity that Jesus was different than David. David risked his
life for his sheep, but Jesus gave His life willingly on the cross for His sheep. In John
10:14-15, Jesus teaches us that “l am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own
know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my life for
the sheep.” What was Jesus’ plan as the good shepherd?

John 10:16 shows us that Jesus wanted all of His sheep to be of one flock. Being
known as The good shepherd, Jesus wanted all Jews and Gentiles to be united under
Christ as one flock. Without the good shepherd, we would face eternal separation from
Jesus. He tells a parable in Luke 15 to teach us how much He truly loves His flock. Take
time to read the Parable of the Lost Sheep in John 15:3-7 now. Jesus is willing to leave
the 99 sheep that are already in His care in order to find the one lost sheep. | encourage
you to spend some time today and this Christmas season reflecting on when you were
the one lost sheep. Or maybe, just maybe, you are still the one that Jesus is searching
after. If so, turn to Him today. You will receive no greater gift this Christmas than
receiving Christ as your Savior and Lord.

--Phillip Wolfe



December 17th
“The Resurrection and the Life”

Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me,
even if he dies, will live. John 11:25

When | started thinking about Jesus being the Resurrection and the Life, the song
"Resurrecting" by Elevation Worship came to my mind. We sing this song often at The
Station. In the song, we are reminded of something incredible: God brings life to what is
dead. It's like a superhero power, but better. Jesus said He's the resurrection and the
life, meaning He's in charge of life even when it looks impossible.

Think of a seed you bury in the ground. It looks lifeless, right? But with water and
care, it bursts into a plant. That's what God does in our lives. When things feel dead and
hopeless, God's power brings new beginnings, just like when Jesus raised Lazarus from
the grave.

"Resurrecting" talks about rising from defeat, just as Jesus rose from the grave. It's
not just about a story from way back when. It's about God's power being alive today,
able to lift us to life even though we were dead in our trespasses and sin.

So, when life feels like it's crumbling, or when things seem beyond repair, remember
this: God is like a master rebuilder. He can turn our mess into a masterpiece. The song
reminds us that God's power can make us rise from the ashes of despair, just like He did
for Jesus. His promise as the resurrection and the life means there's always hope for
new life, no matter how dark things seem and no matter how dead things are.

--Joel Gray



December 18th
“The Way, the Truth, and the Life”

Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me. John 14:6

In a very familiar verse, John 14:6, Jesus declares that he is “the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” In this particular verse,
Jesus provides us with 4 characteristics of who He is and makes a claim to His deity. Let’s
take a look at them.

e lam-InJohn 8:58, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | am.”
It is important to note that Jesus used the present tense meaning that He has been
and always will be in existence. He and the Father are one. This is the same
expression that God revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14 when he said, “I AM WHO |
AM”.

* The way - Jesus teaches us that He is the only way to God, and only He can provide
access to God. Jesus revealed in Luke 23: 32-43 that the thief on the cross did not
do anything but believe in Christ and was able to spend eternity in heaven with the
Father.

e The truth - In the world today, there are numerous “truths” that we often hear. The
reality is those “truths” are nothing but lies. Jesus is the only real truth and He is the
only true God. John 1:17 teaches us that the law was given through Moses. Grace
and truth, however, came through Jesus Christ.

» The life - Jesus told Martha in John 11:25 “l am the resurrection and the life.” Jesus
is able to do this, because He had life in Himself. He offers eternal life to any who
believe in Him. Have you trusted in Jesus for your eternal life, or are you looking the
wrong way or trusting a false truth or trying to find life in places where there is no
life?

--Phillip Wolfe



December 19th
“The Vine”

| am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and | in him produces
much fruit, because you can do nothing without me. John 15:5

There is a chorus set to scripture that has remained with me for more than thirty
years. It was a simple chorus from John 15:5. The chorus was taken from the King James
Version of The Bible and it simply went like this, “I am the vine, ye are the branches. He
that abideth in me and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit, but without me ye
can do nothing.” Learning songs through scripture is an easy way to hide God’s Word in
our heart so that we won’t sin against Him.

John 15 is full of references about Jesus as The vine and in verse 9 Jesus himself gave
the example that just like His Father loves Him as His one and only Son, Jesus loves each
of us. He then gives the command to remain in His love. Jesus goes on to tell us in verse
10 that if we will keep His commands we will remain in His love. Jesus gives the example
that He keeps His Father’s commands and remains in His love. Verse 11 brings it all
together with Him stating that the reason He told us these things is so that the joy that
only Jesus can offer will be in us and that our joy can be complete. He didn’t tell us these
things to offer kind words or nice thoughts. He gave these examples, these truths, His
Word to live by so that our joy would be complete. Only when we remain as a part of
The Vine, abiding in The Vine, and obeying the commands of The Vine, then we will
produce fruit as a part of The Vine.

Asheritah Ciuciu writes a devotion in her book, An Advent Devotional: Unwrapping
the Names of Jesus, about Jesus being The True Vine: “Throughout the Old Testament,
the vine was used as a symbol for Israel. God carefully tended the vine. He protected it
from harmful elements and even gave it an environment to flourish, but Israel rebelled.
God graciously provided another vine, The True Vine.” She goes on to say that while
Israel failed to fulfill God’s plan, being wild and rebellious, Jesus was submissive and
obedient. Israel produced bad fruit; Jesus produced good fruit keeping with
righteousness. “Jesus was the epitome of all God called His people to do, and He calls us
to union with Him so that we may also produce good fruit.”

Jesus is the True Vine. We can do nothing on our own. Focus today on abiding and
dwelling in His presence. Obey His commands so you can produce good fruit for Him
and His kingdom. Ask for the Lord’s help me to remain in Him and in His love all the days
of your life. Desire to be a branch that bears much fruit for your good and God’s glory!

--Jan Renfro



December 20th
“The Son of God”

And the angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be
born will be called the Son of God.” Luke 1:35

Christmas is the celebration of what scholars call the immaculate conception.
Meaning that Jesus Christ was not born by natural means, but rather he was conceived
in Mary’s womb through miraculous intervention. If Jesus was conceived by natural
means He would have come into the world a flawed person, carrying what Paul calls the
“law of sin” in Romans 5:12. Jesus was not truly the son of Joseph, though He likely
called him Dad. He was the Son of God. The seed of man is flawed and cursed, that is
why Jesus could not be born by natural means. In this way, Jesus is truly the Son of God
because His birth came as a result of God’s immaculate intervention.

Also, Jesus is God’s Son in the sense that He is God made manifest in human form
(John 1:1; 14). Isaiah 7:14 prophecies of one who would come with the title Emmanual,
meaning God with us. Jesus would ultimately be crucified because He claimed the title,
Son of God. “The Jews insisted, ‘We have a law, and according to that law He must die,
because He claimed to be the Son of God’” (John 19:7). The Jew’s response is proof that
they understood that title as a statement of Deity. In every way possible the title Son of
God is proof that Jesus was Deity as God incarnationally entered our story. Jesus was
both the Son of Man and the Son of God; thus, he was fully human and fully divine.

While the title Son of God does bring a certain theological complexity, at the same
time we learn of it when we are children. The very first verse most of us learned was
probably John 3:16. It reminds us of the importance of that title as Jesus says, “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.” As you celebrate Christmas, remember that
Christ was not born as the Son of God through natural means. God sent Him through
miraculous ways so that He could save us through a miraculous way. God placed the
seed of eternity in the womb of Mary, and three decades later would miraculously place
his Son on the cross...and it was all for you. The fact that God sent forth his Son both to
the womb and the cross is proof that God absolutely, passionately, and undeniably loves
you.

--Kevin Blackwell



December 21st
“The Alpha and Omega”

I am the Alpha and The Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is,
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. Revelation 1:8

As scripture tells us, Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the
first and the last, the one who was, who is, and is to come. The Alpha and Omega refer
to the first and last letters of the Greek Alphabet. However, that reference is more than
a reference from A to Z, it is a reference to the whole or entirety of something. Jesus is
eternal, as part of the trinity, He was and always will be. Unlike the Greek Alphabet or
the English Alphabet, there is no beginning or ending to Jesus or His existence. He
always has been and He always will be.

The fact that Jesus is eternal is hard to comprehend. In fact, our human brains can’t
comprehend eternity or eternal things. Everything we know has a beginning and an end.
Have you ever thought about eternity? Have you ever tried to understand or explain
eternity? His ways are not our ways, His thoughts are not our thoughts, and His time is
not our time. If they were and we could explain it then He wouldn’t be God. Praise
Jesus! He is God! God incarnate! He is Alpha and Omega and He is coming again!

Eternity is real and it is ok that we don’t understand it all, we aren’t supposed to.
What we must do is put our faith in the ONE who always has, the ONE who always does,
and the ONE who always will, so we can live for Him and live with Him in eternity.

Today, let us thank Jesus for being our Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. Let us
thank Him for coming that first Christmas morning knowing that He is coming again! Be
reminded that we aren’t supposed to understand everything, but we are to trust Him in
all things. Praise Him for going before us and behind us.

--Jan Renfro



December 22nd
“The Lamb of God”

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:29

In the Old Testament, sacrificial lambs were offered for the atonement of sins. People
would take a pure, spotless lamb and offer it on the altar to be reconciled with God.
However, this type of sacrifice had to be done year after year for the people’s sin to be
atoned for. It was never final. The sacrificial system of the Old Testament points to
Jesus, the perfect and final sacrifice. Jesus, the Lamb of God, displayed the ultimate act
of love and redemption through His sacrificial death on the cross.

John the Baptist, saw Jesus coming near and proclaimed to all who were around him
that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Jesus would in fact
take away the sins of the world through His death, burial, and resurrection. Through
Jesus’ sacrifice, He exchanges our sin for His righteousness, He exchanges our
brokenness for His wholeness. In Psalm 103:12, the psalmist says, “as far as the east is
from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” Our sin has been
taken away by the Lamb of God.

As we reflect on Jesus, the Lamb of God, we are compelled to respond. We are called
to surrender our lives, our hopes, and our fears at the foot of the cross. When we reflect
on the love that Jesus has for us, why wouldn’t we want to lay it all down and worship
the Lamb of God. Because of His sacrifice, we have freedom. Let us use our freedom to
worship Him and point others to Him as well.

--Carson Windle



December 23rd
“The Founder and Perfecter of Our Faith”

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2

The writer of Hebrews calls us to a race. Not just any race, but a spiritual marathon.
This spiritual marathon is the race of the Christian life. It is following Christ no matter
the cost, it is taking up our cross daily, it is battling sin and evil, it is enduring hardship
and suffering with the knowledge that a heavenly crown awaits us. Relying on our own
power, such a race would be impossible. Burnout would be immediate! However, the
spiritual perseverance we have comes not from us, but from “looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Jesus is the source, the originator, the author, the founder of our faith. Without Him,
faith would be impossible. We would have no ability and no desire to love Him. Further,
Jesus is the perfector of our faith. He brings it to the finish line. Our faith begins in Him
and is completed in Him. He creates it and He perfects it. He sustains it and He upholds
it. So great is this promise that Jesus says, “This is the will of Him who sent me: that |
should lose none of those He has given me but should raise them up on the last day” (Jn
6:39). Jesus does not lose those who are His! He authors and perfects their faith.

Why does He do this? We can certainly say that it is because of His great love for us
(Eph 2:4-5). Yet, the writer of Hebrews goes further. Jesus endured the cross, despised
the shame, sat at the right hand of the throne of God, and founded and perfected our
faith for the joy that was sat before Him. What joy was this? The joy of possessing a
faithful redeemed people! The joy of millions of believers praising Him and worshiping
Him! The joy of His bride extoling His beauty and majesty and glory for all eternity! Jesus
founded and perfected our faith because it brings Him joy. Praise Him today for His
great work of faith in your heart, and for the joy He has accomplished.

--Mark David Bradford



December 24th
“Emmanuel”

See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name him
Emmanuel, which is translated “God is with us.” Matthew 1:23

God. With. Us. Think about that for a moment. What had been promised had come to
fruition. What was once prophesied now was fulfilled. Hundreds of years of silence
came to an end with the cries of “God with us.” This is the incarnation: God became
flesh and dwelt among us. He came to us. He came near. He came to live and dwell. He
came to teach, to love, to lead. He came to show us the way, the truth, and the life
because no one comes to the Father except through Him. He didn’t send a message. He
came as a baby in a manger in the middle of a town with no room left. He came to take
up residence alongside us and do life with us in the midst of busy schedules, difficult
journeys, and the unknown. He came near us because we are sinners in need of the
Savior.

We celebrate the incarnation every year in big ways. We decorate our houses. We
put up a tree with lights and ornaments. We hang a wreath on our door. We wear
colorful clothes. We cook lots of food and bake lots of goodies. We sing lots of songs.
We go caroling. We watch movies and attend church and special services and maybe
even put up a nativity scene with Mary, Joseph, the baby, some animals, the shepherds,
and we even throw the wisemen in there with their gifts, even though they probably
didn’t get to Jesus until he was around 18 months to 2 years old. We definitely know
how to celebrate the incarnation but do we really get it? Do we really understand what
it means that God is with us, that God became flesh and dwelt among us?

It is really important that we understand this. It is important for you and me to know
that God is really with us. Why? Because when it comes down to it, being a follower of
Jesus Christ isn’t just about BELIEVING that some things are true. Being a follower of
Jesus is about TRUSTING that Someone is here. And that Someone is God. And when
you are in the valley, and when you are in the wilderness, and when you are in the
storm, and when you are in the waiting, and when you are on the front-lines of the
mission, and when you are afraid, and when you are lonely, and when you feel the
world is crumbling around you, and when Christmas is over and you look at all the
empty boxes and they remind you of how empty you feel sometimes, you don’t just
need a truth to believe and a verse to recite. You need a God who is actually with you.
You need to know that Jesus is Emmanuel.

--Jan Renfro and Randy Norris



December 25th
“Savior, Messiah, Lord”

But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, | proclaim to you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people: Today in the city of David a Savior was born for
you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:10-11

Jesus is the Savior. This begs a “why” question? Why is a Savior good news? Well, if you
have ever sinned, you need a Savior. Romans 3:23 says, For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God. Because of our sin, we have come up short. We have missed
the mark. The mark of what? The mark of perfection. God’s glory. The word Savior is
from the Greek word “Sozo.” It means to rescue. If you have ever sinned, and you have,
then you need rescued. And Jesus is the Rescuer. He is the Savior. In Matthew 1:21, the
angel told Joseph, “You shall call His name Jesus because He will save His people from
their sins.” You and | needed rescued, so God sent His Son as a Savior.

Jesus is the Messiah. This begs a “who” question? Who is this baby born? He is the
Messiah or the Christ. It isn’t His name. It is His title. It means “anointed One.” Jesus is
the anointed One. The long-awaited One. In Genesis 8, Noah sent out a dove. It
returned to him. After 7 days, Noah sent out the dove again and it returned with an
olive leaf so Noah knew the water was receding. He waited 7 more days and he sent out
the dove again, but the dove never returned. Now imagine for a moment with me. In
Scripture, the Spirit of the Lord is often symbolized in a dove. Imagine that the dove
Noah sent out started flying looking for the Perfect One. The dove flew until it found
Abraham, but it did not descend upon Abraham. It flew until it found Moses, but it did
not descend upon Moses. It found Joshua, but it did not descend upon Joshua. It flew
until it found Elisha and Elijah, but it did not descend upon these great prophets. It flew
until it found David, but it did not descend upon this great king. But one day it flew
across the Jordan and there it found Jesus being baptized by His cousin, John, and it
descended upon Jesus and the voice of God finally said, “This, this is my beloved Son in
whom | am well pleased.” He is the Messiah. He is the anointed One. He is the long-
awaited One.

Jesus is The Lord. This begs a “what” question? What does this baby in the manger
demand? He demands to be Lord. You can’t have Him as Savior and think of Him as less

than the Christ. And you can’t have Him as Savior without taking Him as Lord.

Jesus. Savior. Messiah. Lord. Celebrate Him today! Give glory to God in the highest!
Merry Christmas!

--Randy Norris



